
There are other professionals
outside of economic
developers that need

to be involved in
your project to see

it through. These service
providers to economic develop-

ment agencies are what we like
to call "Trade Allies." Southern
Business & Development recently
conducted a survey of our read-
ers asking them to vote on the
best three law firms, contractors,
engineers, utilities, commercial
real estate firms and site con-
sultants as they relate to eco-
nomic development matters in
the South's 17 states. 

The following directory lists in
alphabetical order the top three
vote recipients in each Southern
state in the first three cate-
gories; law firms, contractors
and engineers. If more than
three firms are listed it's because
there was a tie in the voting for
that state. We sincerely hope
that the "South's Best Trade
Allies" directory assists you in
your efforts to locate or expand
to the South, the world's fourth-
largest economy.

In 2008, Federal City broke ground in Algiers, La., which
is located in the New Orleans MSA. The event marked the
finalization of a long-term lease agreement for the Naval
Support Activity Site with the Department of the Navy.
Trade ally Jones Walker, a law firm based in New Orleans,
was instrumental in securing the project for Louisiana.
Pictured are Tyrone Casby, Board Member of the Algiers
Development District; Fred Chevalier, Partner, Jones
Walker; Jackie Clarkson, Vice President and Member-At-
Large, New Orleans City Council; Jeffery Arnold,
Louisiana State Representative, District 102; and General
David Mize, USMC (ret.).
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Fred L. Chevalier
Jones Walker
Four United Plaza
8555 United Plaza Blvd.     
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
225.248.2046 | fax: 225.248.3046
fchevaleir@joneswalker.com
www.joneswalker.com

Ricky Sooter
Provosty Sadler deLaunay Fiorenza &
Sobel
3600 Jackson Street, Suite 106A
Alexandria, LA 71303
318.767.0366 | fax: 318.561.9945
rsooter@provosty.com
www.provosty.com

MARYLAND
Deborah Jennings
DLA Piper
111 South Calvert Street, Suite 1950
Baltimore, MD 21202
410.580.3000 | fax: 410.580.3665
deborah.jennings@dlapiper.com
www.dlapiper.com

Donald Meringer
McCarter English
405 North King Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
410.659.8500 | fax: 410.659.8550
info@mccarter.com
www.mccarter.com

Kiara Hughes
Miles & Stockbridge
10 Light Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
410.385.3542 | fax: 410.385.3700
khughes@milesstockbridge.com
www.milesstockbridge.com

MISSISSIPPI

Tricia Stevens
Baker Donelson
Meadowbrook Office Park
4268 I-55 North
Jackson, MS 39211
601.351.2400 | fax: 601.351.2400
tstevens@bakerdonelson.com
www.bakerdonelson.com

Ben Stone
Balch & Bingham
1310 25th Avenue
Gulfport, MS 39501
228.864.9900 | fax: 228.864.8221
bstone@balch.com
www.balch.com

John England
Butler Snow
210 East Capitol Street, 17th Floor
Jackson, MS 39201
601.985.4563 | fax: 601.985.4104
john.england@butlersnow.com
www.butlersnow.com

MISSOURI
Peter Van Cleve
Bryan Cave
One Metropolitan Square
211 N Broadway, Suite 3600
St. Louis, MO 63102
314.259.2000 | fax: 314.259.2020
pdvancleve@bryancave.com
www.bryancave.com

Doug Patterson
Property Law Firm
4630 W. 137th Street, Suite 100
Leawood, KS 66224
913.663.1300 | fax: 913.663.3834
doug@propertylawcenter.com
www.propertylawfirm.com

Harold Goss
White Goss Bowers
4510 Belleview, Suite 300
Kansas City, MO 64111
816.753.9200 | fax: 816.753.9201
hgoss@whitegoss.com
www.whitegoss.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Scott Padgett Vaughn
McGuire Woods
201 N. Tyron Street
Charlotte, NC 28202
704.343.2066 | fax: 704.444.8881
svaughn@mcguirewoods.com
www.mcguirewoods.com

Kevin Floyd
Nexsen Pruet
201 S. Tryon Street, Suite 1200
Charlotte, NC 28202
704.339.0304 | fax: 704.338.5377
kfloyd@nexsenpruet.com
www.nexsenpruet.com

Ernest Pearson
Sanford Holshouser
201 Shannon Oaks Circle, Suite 100
P.O. Box 5646
Cary, NC 27512
919.755.1800 | fax: 919.653.0435
epearson@shlf.com
www.sanfordholshouser.com

Yvonne Pierberg
Womble Carlyle
One W. 4th Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
336.747.4798 | fax: 336.721.3660
ypierberg@wcsr.com
www.wcsr.com

OKLAHOMA
Gail Huneryager
Crowe & Dunlevy
20 North Broadway, Suite 1800
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405.239.6691 | fax: 405.239.6651
huneryag@crowedunlevy.com
www.crowedunlevy.com

Charles Gotwals
Gable & Gotwals
1100 ONEOK Plaza
100 W 5th Street
Tulsa, OK 74103
918.595.4800 | fax: 918.595.4990
cgotwals@gablelaw.com
www.gablelaw.com

Michael Blake
McAfee & Taft
10th Floor, Two Leadership Square, 211
North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405.235.9621 | fax: 405.235.0439
info@mcafeetaft.com
www.mcafeetaft.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

Jennifer Worthington
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd
1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.3080 | fax: 803.765.1243
jworthington@hsblawfirm.com
www.hsblawfirm.com
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Erik P. Doerring
McNair Law Firm
1301 Gervais Street
P.O. Box 11390 – 29211
Columbia, SC 29201
803.799.9800 | fax: 803.753.3278
edoerring@mcnair.net
www.mcnair.net

Heather Mathews
Nexsen Pruet
1230 Main Street, Suite 700
Columbia, SC 29201
803.771.8900 | fax: 803.253.8277
hmathews@nexsenpruet.com
www.nexsenpruet.com

Ray Jones
Sam Moses
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein
1201 Main Street, Suite 1450
Columbia, SC 29202
803.255.8000 | fax: 803.255.8017
sammoses@parkerpoe.com
www.parkerpoe.com

TENNESSEE
Jeffrey C. Smith
Adams & Reese
Brinkley Plaza
80 Monroe Ave, Ste 700
Memphis, TN 38103
901.524.5273 | fax: 901.524.5419
jeff.smith@arlaw.com
www.adamsandreese.com

Judy Weins
Baker Donelson
211 Commerce Str., Suite 1000
Nashville, TN 37201
615.726.5600 | fax: 615.726.0464
jwiens@bakerdonelson.com
www.bakerdonelson.com

J. Thomas Trent, Jr.
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Roundabout Plaza
1600 Division Street, Suite 700
Nashville, TN 37203

615.244.2582 | fax: 615.252.6380
ttrent@babc.com
www.babc.com

TEXAS

Fred L. Chevalier
Jones Walker
Four United Plaza
8555 United Plaza Blvd.     
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
225.248.2046 | fax: 225.248.3046
fchevaleir@joneswalker.com
www.joneswalker.com

Jerry Converse
Fulbright & Jaworski
600 Congress Avenue, Suite 2400
Austin, TX 78701
512.320.4535 | fax: 512.320.4598
jconverse@fulbright.com
www.fulbright.com

VIRGINIA
Cherie Givens
Hirschler Fleischer
2100 East Cary Street
Richmond, VA 23223
804.771.9500 | fax: 804.644.0957
info@hf-law.com
www.hf-law.com

John O’Neill Jr.
Hunton & Williams
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower
951 E Byrd St.
Richmond, VA 23219
804.788.8200 | fax: 804.788.8218
joneill@hunton.com
www.hunton.com

George Keith Martin
McGuire Woods
One James Center
901 East Cary Street
Richmond, VA 23219
804.775.1000 | fax: 804.775.4383
gmartin@mcguirewoods.com
www.mcguirewoods.com

WEST VIRGINIA
Amanda Ramey
Jackson Kelly
P.O. Box 553
Charleston, WV 25322
304.340.1143 | fax: 304.340.1130
ajramey@jacksonkelly.com
www.jacksonkelly.com
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